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The Spread of Literatures on Algorithmic-pattern Mathematics in Early Ancient China:
——A Research Based on the Investigation of the Relation between the Suanshu Shu and
the Nine Chapters on Mathematical Procedures
By ZOU Dahai
(Institute for the History of Natural Sciences, Chinese Academy of Sciences)

Abstract: The paper demonstrates: The unearthed Suanshu Shu is not the earliest book of
mathematics in China, and has no direct mutual influence with the Nine Chapters on Mathematical
Procedures. The forerunners of Nine Chapters in the Pre-Qin Period or its variations were learned by
the writers of different parts of the Suanshu Shu. The early ancient Chinese literatures of the
algorithmic-pattern mathematics can be classified into two groups: the classics and the non-classics.
The spread of the former can be simply expressed as: “Jiu Shu” (nine branches of mathematics) of the
early days of Western Zhou Dynasty—the developing “Jiu Shu”—the developing forerunners of the
Nine Chapters—Nine Chapters, which mark the levels and fundamental framework of mathematics of
their times. The non-classics were written under the direct or indirect influence of the classics, and can
be approximately classified into two patterns: the professional and the practical. The two groups
interacted each other, but the classics’” impact on the non-classics is more than the non-classics” impact
on the classics. Of the non-classics’ impacts on the classics, the impact of the professional literatures is
more than that of the practical.

Key words: Suanshu Shu, Nine Chapters on Mathematical Procedures, history of mathematics in
early ancient China, spread of literatures
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